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 It’s August. It’s 90 degrees outside. And you’re hot. You’ve 

just gotten back to camp from battle, you take off your gear, and put 

on…what? This is something that we never really think about until it 

comes up. When we’re done for the day, what DO we soldiers wear 

in camp? What are our options? What’s historically accurate? Well… 

 To answer a question as old as the Bicentennial, we must first 

consult the primary sources. Let’s take a look at some images of sol-

diers in camp (or camp-like environments. Up first, one of Chiesa’s 

early 1770s paintings of the 25th Regiment of Foot in Minorca 

(Collections of the National Army Muse-

um, http://www.nam.ac.uk/online-

collection/detail.php?acc=1974-02-126-1). 

Pay attention to the men in the back. 

Now, this is not exactly like our camp, but 

these men do ap-

pear to be taking 

some time to rest. Not only to they all have 

ALL of their gear on, they also have their 

weapons. Not exactly practical for us, but it’s 

a good starting point. 

Photo Credits- Sarah Vedrani  

Camp Wear for Soldiers: Beyond Regimentals  

By Pte. Sarah “Rizzo” Vedrani 
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Here is a close-up of another image dated 1771, entitled “Lady Louisa Len-

nox with her Husband's Regiment at Minorca,” also at the NAM. Notice the many 

stacks of muskets. These men appear to be at ease, walking around and conversing, 

and are still all in full uniform. 

 

 

 

 

Here is another, dated 1768-70, by Georg Balthazar Probst, (thanks to the 

40th for posting this to their Facebook page). This is a “representation of a camp 

[most likely somewhere in Europe] as seen from behind.” Lots of cocked hats and 

regimental-looking coats. 

 

 

 

 

What do these images tell us? To answer this question, we must ask anoth-

er: what were soldiers doing in camp? They certainly did not have the down time 

that we do; in 1775 a soldier’s day did not end at 5 pm! There were always tasks to 

be completed, drilling to be done, etc. So, it is likely that the only time a soldier took 

off most of his gear was when he was either sleeping or eating. 

But that doesn’t exactly do us any good, because we are not living in 1775. 

We are 21st century people with 21st century needs (namely, to not get heat stroke). 

And, if you’re like me, you’d prefer something that isn’t drenched in sweat at the 

end of the day. So, where does that leave us? 

Continued on Page 3  

Camp Wear for Soldiers: Beyond Regimentals  Continued from cover page 

The Springer 

Regimental Return 



The Springer 

Regimental Return The Springer 

First, let’s remind ourselves of the *many* items of clothing 

a typical 18th century man wore out in public: shirt, stockings, gar-

ters, shoes, waistcoat, coat or jacket, handkerchief (or neck stock), 

hat. If it sounds like a lot, that’s because it is. In order to be consid-

ered “properly dressed,” a man was expected to be clothed in a cer-

tain way when out in public; namely, they should have a coat to 

cover their arms and a hat to cover their head. Many of us have a 

tendency to walk around in our shirtsleeves (that is, in a shirt and 

waistcoat only, with no jacket) at the end of the day, but even a 

quick Google search reveals that men in shirtsleeves just don’t show 

up too often in period imagery, unless they’re engaged in some sort 

of labor. Does that mean that ALL men wore coats ALL the time? 

No. But, it gives a basis for what we should be replicating. Societal 

standards were just as important in the 1770s as they are today. 

There are plenty of options for those who wish to wear 

something a little more on the civilian side at the end of a long, hot 

day. Period images (and museum collections) show shirts in many 

plain colors, which could have been made of cotton or linen, as well 

as in checks (usually blue or black or red) that would have been 

made of the same materials. Coats can be a frock coat (which comes 

down to the knees) or a workman’s coat (which usually hits at the 

hip), and can be made of linen or wool. Hats can be our regimental 

fatigue caps, a workman’s skull cap, a wide-brimmed felt hat, or a 

cocked hat. 

Camp Wear for Soldiers: Beyond Regimentals   
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FEBRUARY   

Sat 27 Recruit School 

MARCH   

Wed 16 Drill, Armory 

Sat 26 Battle of Endicott Park, Danvers 

APRIL   

Sun 3 Lexington Green Rehearsal 

Sat-Sun 9-10 Oliver House, Middle-

boro, MA VOLUNTEER 

Sat-Sun 16-17 BATTLE ROAD WEEKEND 

Mon 18 PATRIOT'S DAY 

Wed 20 Drill, Depot 

MAY   

Wed 18 Drill, Depot 

Sat-Sun 14-15 Nathaniel Greene, Cov-

entry, RI VOLUNTEER 

Mon 30 Parade, Andover, MA 

JUNE   

Sat 11 Bunker Hill, Charlestown, MA  

VOLUNTEER 

Wed 17 Drill, Depot 

JULY   

Mon 4 Parade, Needham, MA 

Sat-Sun 9-10 Hubbardston, VT 

Wed 20 Drill, Depot 

AUGUST   

Sat-Sun, 6-7 Redcoats & Rebels, OSV 

Wed 17 Drill, Depot 

Sat-Sun 19-21 St. Jean, Quebec City, 

Canada 

SEPTEMBER   

Sat-Sun, 17-18 Battle of Brooklyn 

Heights, Monmouth, NJ 

Wed 21 Drill, Depot 

Sat 24 Sudbury Faire, Wayside Inn VOL-

UNTEER 

OCTOBER   

Sat-Sun 1-2    Fort at #4, Charlestown, NH 

Wed 19 Drill, Depot 

Sat 22 Red Horse Tavern, Wayside Inn 

NOVEMBER   

Wed 16 Drill, Depot 

DECEMBER   

TBA Annual Meeting, Lexington Depot 
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What is important to remember when choosing what to wear is ma-

terials. What could a private soldier in the 18th century afford? The answer 

is: not much. Silk would have been reserved for officers, as it was incredi-

bly expensive. Even cotton may have been too expensive for the rank and 

file, but is cheaper today. Linen is the best option, especially for shirts (and 

that goes for our white uniform shirts as well) because it wicks away mois-

ture and was extremely common in the 18th century. Of course, there is al-

ways the option to remain in your uniform throughout the day. If you 

choose this option, remember: your shoulder straps should be buttoned, 

your hooks should be fastened in the front, and you should have a hat on 

your head. 

And, like any good fashion article, here is a shopping guide if 

you’re interested in procuring some camp wear for yourself: 

*Burnley and Trowbridge (www.burnleyandtrowbridge.com) has 

some wonderful handkerchiefs for the fashion-forward soldier 

*Bethlehem Trading Post (www.bethlehemtradingpost.com) has 

the best linen shirts (in this author’s opinion) in white and in vari-

ous colors, in cotton, linen, and wool. They also have period appro-

priate hats and mittens for colder weather 

*Jas Townsend (GASP, I know) (www.jas-townsend.com) has rea-

sonably priced shirts and breeches, as well as decent outer coats for 

men. If you’re new or have never before considered civilian cloth-

ing, I recommend consulting with someone before purchasing. 

Townsend also sells patterns for making your own garments, and 

there are plenty in the regiment who would be happy to help with 

any and all sewing projects! 

The Springer 

Birthdays 

February Birthdays! 

Justin Murray— February 20th 

Lincoln Clark III— February 21th 

Joan Niehaus— February 22th 

Doris Deridder— February 26th 

 

 

Photo Credit– Zazzle.com 

There are only 52 days until  
Lexington Green!!! 
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http://www.jas-townsend.com
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Your name: Carl Oberbrunner 

Your current age:16 City & state where you live: 
Somerville MA 

Occupation: Student 

School & grade level: Chapel-Hill Chauncy Hall 
11th grade 

Your present rank and company: Recruit  

Grenadier Company 

When did you join the Regiment? January 2015 

Why did you join the Regiment? 

I am very interested in the history and the importance of re-
membering it. 

Name 1 thing that we don’t know about you: 

I play soccer 

What do you enjoy doing when you’re outside the Regiment?  Describe: 

I enjoy wrestling. 

What is your favorite thing about the Regiment?  Describe: 

The fact that we are able to provide people with a way of learning about his-
tory that is fun and engaging, for both us and our audiences. 

What is your favorite memory of the Regiment?  Describe: 

My favorite memory is when that first shot went off at on Patriots day, and I 
fell to my knees, pretending to have been shot. 

Where’s the furthest you’ve traveled and why? 

The farthest I've traveled was Epping NH, for the Bunker Hill reenactment. 
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What are your likes? 

I like the history, the spectacle, and the fun action. 

What are your dislikes? 

I'm not particularly fond of polishing, but it must be done and it is always 
satisfying when completed. 

What is your favorite movie? 

Jurassic World 

What is your favorite song / style of music? 

I love all music genres, and regularly listen to a good variety, you'll often 
find me  listening to Irish music. 

What special talents / skills do you have? 

I can ski. 

What is the most unusual thing that has happened to you in life?  De-
scribe: 

Going to Japan and experiencing their culture. 

What is the best thing that has happened to you so far in life? 

I have been fortunate enough to have the amazing opportunity to receive a 
great education. 

What is the one thing that you would like to accomplish before you die? 

I would like to give people to opportunity to travel to space. 


